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English Language  
 

 

Accreditation  
EDUQAS 9-1 GCSE in English Language  
 

 

Course description   
English Language is a core subject and essential for your future. It will equip you with 
the skills you need to express yourself and communicate appropriately in a number of 
forms including verbally. Anything you do in your life will require you to be able to use 
language to make yourself clear. If you have a poor grasp of your own language it will 
affect the standard of everything else you do. You can have fantastic ideas but 
language is what brings them to life.  
 
This qualification consists of two papers, a fiction paper and a non-fiction paper. In 
each, students are required to respond to a number of reading comprehension and 
language analysis questions in response to texts. They must also produce their own 
piece of writing appropriate for audience and purpose.  

 
Component 1- 20

th
 Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose writing 

Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (40% of final GCSE grade) 
 

Component 2- 19
th
 and 21

st
 Century Non-Fiction reading and 

Transactional/Persuasive writing 
Exam: 2 hours (60% of final GCSE grade) 

 
Component 3- Spoken Language  
Internally assessed practical assessment of which the result is reported but does not 
form part of the final GCSE grade 
 

 

Additional notes  
The first opportunity for students to sit this exam will be the summer of year 10.  

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

- Journalist 
- Teacher 
- Learning mentor 
- Administrator  
- Personal Assistant 
- Sales/marketing/personal relations 

 
This is an essential qualification for which most careers and college courses will 
require a level 2 qualification.  
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English Literature  
 

 

Accreditation  
EDUQAS 9-1 GCSE in English Literature.  
 

 

Course 

description  

 
This exam consists of two papers. In each, students are required to write extended 
analyses of the themes/characters/purposes of the texts they have studied. They will 
cover a Shakespeare play a pre-19

th
 Century prose text, a post 1914 Prose/Drama 

text, an anthology of 15 poems dating from 1789-the present day as well as being 
required to analyse, compare and comment on two unseen poems.  
 
Component 1: 
Section A- Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare. Students will be required to 
answer one extract-based question and one essay on character/theme/purpose or 
effect. (20% of final GCSE grade) 
Section B- Poetry Anthology. Students will respond to two questions, one of which will 
require comparison. (20% of final GCSE grade) 
 
Component 2: 
Section A- An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley. Students will answer one source-based 
question. (20% of final GCSE grade) 
Section B- A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. Students will answer one source-
based question. (20% of final GCSE grade) 
Section C- Unseen poetry. Students will be required to analyse and comment on two 
poems they have not previously and answer two questions, one of which involves 
comparison 
 

 

Additional notes There are some really good film adaptations of the texts above which use the 
dialogue from the texts, which is useful as students are unable to take copies of the 
texts into the exam. Help the boys learn some quotes by watching them together. 
 
William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet (20

th
 Century Fox), A Christmas Carol- 

(Disney) & An Inspector Calls (BBC) 
 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

- Author 
- Magazine/newspaper/website journalist 
- Radio presenter 
- Actor 
- Theatre director 
- Stage manager 

 
Students considering a career in the law will also benefit from this qualification as it 
helps develop their analysis of texts and interpretative skills.  
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Maths  

 
 

 

Accreditation  
Students complete the AQA Linear GCSE in Mathematics and the Functional Skills 
Level 1 and 2 exams in Maths.  

 

Course 

description  

 
Mathematics is a core subject and essential for your future. It will equip you with the 
skills you need every day. It allows you to be able to take complex processes and 
make them more manageable by applying structure, patterns and rules. Studying 
Maths is a way to develop the appropriate mental tools for dealing with the complex 
realities of life.  
 
The GCSE exam consists of three papers- 
 
Paper 1: Non-calculator 
Paper 2: Calculator 
Paper 3: Calculator 
 
The Functional Skills exam consists of one paper per level. This can be either paper-
based or computer-based. 
 

 

Additional notes Students will sit the GCSE exam at the end of year 11. The functional skills exams 
will take place throughout years 10 and 11 with multiple opportunities for students to 
pass this qualification before the end of year 11. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

- Maths teacher 
- Accountant 
- Data-analyst 
- Astronomer 
- Economist 
- Quantity Surveyor 

 
This is an essential qualification for which most careers and college courses will 
require a level 2 qualification.  
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Science 

 
 

 

Accreditation Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Science  

Course 

description  

Science is a core subject and essential for your understanding of the world around 
you. We encounter science everyday in life. Understanding the core scientific 
principles in GCSE develops your awareness of different climates, forces, how 
things work and even cooking! Science is a very practical subject and really 
encourages your brain to think independently and outside the box.  
 

There are 6 external examinations for the science course and the course of study is 
broken down as follows: 
 

Key concepts in Biology: Cells and control, Genetics, Natural selection and genetic 
modification, Health, disease and the development of medicines, Plant structures and 
their functions, Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, Exchange and 
transport in animals, Ecosystems and material cycles. 
 
Key concepts in Chemistry: States of matter and mixtures, Chemical changes, 
Extracting metals and equilibria, Groups in the periodic table, Rates of reaction and 
energy changes, Fuels and Earth science. 
 
Key concepts of Physics: Motion and forces, Conservation of energy, Waves, light 
and the electromagnetic spectrum, Radioactivity, Energy - Forces doing work, Forces 
and their effects, Electricity and circuits, Magnetism and the motor effect, 
Electromagnetic induction, Particle model, Forces and matter. 
 

 

Additional notes Students answer a mixture of different questions in a range of styles, including 
multiple-choice, short answer, calculations and extended open-response questions. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

- Science teacher 
- Psychologist 
- Biomedical engineer 
- Clothing/textile technologist 
 

Students can go on to study a level-3 course at AS and A level and specialise in their 
chosen area of Science 
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iMedia 

 
 

 

Accreditation  
Creative iMedia Level 1/2 Award/Certificate - J807, J817 
 

 

Course 

description  

 
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip learners with a range of 
creative media skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, desirable, 
transferable skills such as research, planning, and review, working with others and 
communicating creative concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, learners 
will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose creative media products. The Cambridge 
Nationals in Creative iMedia will also challenge all learners, including high attaining 
learners, by introducing them to demanding material and techniques; encouraging 
independence and creativity and providing tasks that engage with the most taxing 
aspects of the National Curriculum. 
 
R081: Pre-production skills  
R082: Creating digital graphics  
 

 

Additional notes  
Online testing and teacher-assessed coursework enable successful completion of the 
course. 

 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

- Graphic Designer 
- Digital animator 
- Web page creator 
- Video Editor 
- Publisher 
 

Students could go on to study Media Studies AS and A level after successfully 
completing level 2. 
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Citizenship  

 

 

Accreditation Edexcel GCSE 9-1 Citizenship studies  

Course 

description  

This is a very important subject that helps young people to understand the way our 
country works and how they can engage in local and national community. 
 
Theme A: Living together in the UK  
How have communities developed in the UK? What is identity? What are democratic 
values and where do they come from? How does local democracy work?  
 
Theme B: Democracy at work in the UK  
Who runs the country? How does Parliament work? How is power shared between 
Westminster and the devolved administrations? How does government manage 
public money?  
 
Theme C: Law and justice  
What is the law for and how does it affect us? How does the justice system work? Is 
crime increasing in society?  
 
Theme D: Power and influence  
What power and influence can citizens have? What role and influence should the 
media have? Does the UK have power and influence in the wider world?  
 
Theme E: Taking citizenship action  
Students will use and apply their citizenship knowledge, understanding and skills to 
take action to try and make a difference, create a benefit or change in society. 
Students will carry out an investigation leading to citizenship action and will develop 
the following skills:  
• research and enquiry  
• interpretation of evidence  
• planning  
• collaboration  
• problem-solving  
• advocacy and campaigning  
• evaluation.  
 

 

Additional notes Paper 1 Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of the qualification 80 
marks 
Paper 2 Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of the qualification 80 
marks 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

- Anthropologist 
- Criminologist 
- Emergency/Public services 

 
Students can also go on to study a level 3 course in Psychology, Law, Criminology, 
Sociology or Citizenship. 
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Sport  

 

 

Accreditation  
 Sport & Active Leisure - BTEC Entry 3/ Level 1 Award/ Level 2 Certificate 

 

Course 

description  

 
The BTEC In Sport and Active Leisure consists of four units: 
 

1. Fitness for sports and exercise: Learn about the components of fitness and the 
principles of training, explore different fitness training methods and investigate fitness 
testing to determine fitness levels. 
 

2. Practical performance: learn about the rules, regulations and scoring systems for 
two selected sports. You will practically demonstrate a range of skills, techniques and 
tactics in the two sports while demonstrating your ability to review your own 
performance. 
 
 

3. Applying the principles of personal training: Learn how to design a personal 
fitness training programme and how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory 
systems effect the body during fitness training.  
 

   
4. Leading a sports activity: Learn about the attributes associated with successful 
sports leadership, undertake the planning and leading of a sports lesson. 

 
 

 

Additional notes  
Learners can either gain the entry-level, award or certificate level accreditation 
depending on the number of units they complete. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

 
This qualification can lead into Level-3 courses at college in Sports Science, Health 
and Nutrition, Physiotherapy and Sports Massage. 
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Music 

 
 

 

Accreditation  
  NCFE Level 1/2 Award in Music Technology 

 

Course 

description  

 
This qualification is aimed at students with an interest in music production and 
recording. It allows students to develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the 
music technology industry. You’ll need to be motivated and challenged by learning 
from hands-on experiences and you will gain practical skills in creating music using 
technology.  
 
The NCFE Award in Music Technology consists of four units: 
 
1. Using a digital audio workstation 
2. Creating music 
3. Studio recording 
4. Sound creation  
 

 

Additional notes  
Learners can pass the BTEC with a Pass, Merit or Distinction dependent on the level 
of work produced. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

 
After studying this course, you can choose to complete a level-2 course specializing in 
a particular area within the Music industry. Possible careers include: 
- Songwriting 

- Singing (Vocalist/ Backing Vocalist)  

- Recording Engineering 

- Composing 

- Music Producing 

- Tour Managing 

- D-Jing 

- Music Therapy 
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Art 

 
 

 

Accreditation  
Edexcel Art, Craft and Design GCSE 

 

Course 

description  

GCSE Art and Design provides the opportunity for students to explore both 
contemporary and historical sources of art, craft and design first hand through, for 
example: visiting museums, galleries, art shows and fairs, experiencing audio-visual 
productions, including still and moving imagery their surroundings and environments.  
 
Component 1: Personal Portfolio. (60% of the final GCSE mark) This component 
allows students opportunities to:   

- develop and explore ideas 
- research primary and contextual sources   
- to experiment with media, materials, techniques and processes    
- present personal response(s) to theme(s)  

 
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment. (40% of the final GCSE mark) This 
component allows students opportunities to:  

- develop and explore ideas   
- research primary and contextual sources to experiment with media, materials, 

techniques and processes 
- present personal response(s) to the externally-set theme 

 

 

Additional notes Students can work in 2D and 3D materials to suit their strengths and interests.   

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

After completing this course, students can go on to study a level-3 qualification in 
Art, Textiles, Graphic Design, Computer Design, Photography, Ceramics, 
Illustration, or Fashion.  
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Mechanics 

 
 

 

Accreditation ABC Level 1 and 2 Award in Motor Vehicle Studies  

Course 

description  

This qualification offers a flexible bank of units that provides an overview of potential 
occupations and job roles within the sector. It provides learners with specialist and 
transferable skills, engages them with current industry practice, and prepares them to 
progress onto further qualifications or employment within the motor vehicle industry. 
Learners will complete this qualification with a concrete understanding of the 
following: 
 
1. Health and safety 
2. Spark ignition power units 
3. Vehicle wheels and tyres 
4. Vehicle exhausts  
 

 

Additional notes The course is teacher-assessed and there is externally moderated coursework to 
complete alongside practical assessments that happen in the school garage. 

 

 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

 
Learners who complete this qualification can progress to further vocational training, 
such as the Level 1 Diploma in Motor Vehicle Studies or Apprenticeships at Level 2. 
 
- Car mechanic 

- Motorcycle mechanic 

- Mechanical engineer 

- Body and glass repairer 

- Motor vehicle breakdown engineer 

- Motor sport engineer 

- MOT tester 

- Vehicle panel beater  
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Land-based Studies 

 
 

 

Accreditation City and Guilds Award/Certificate/Diploma in Land-based Studies  

Course 

description  

This course is designed for anyone who is thinking about a career working with 
animals, growing food crops, or managing our natural environment. This is a very 
hands-on course which will be taught in a very practical way using the fantastic 
resources on Tom’s Farm. There are a number of units that can be adapted to ensure 
you can pursue your interests as well as demonstrate the skills needed in your 
portfolio. You can follow a route leading to a specialism in either Horticulture or 
Animal Care and then can deepen your knowledge by continuing onto a level 2 
course in sixth form.  
 
The compulsory unit: 

- Safe and effective working practises in land-based industries 
 

Optional units include:  
- Assist with the care of animals 
- Health and wellbeing of animals 
- Movement, handling and accommodation of animals 
- Maintain animal health and wellbeing 
- Undertake practical animal feeding 
- Maintain animal accommodation 
- Introduction to Animal breeds and grooming 
- Identify plants and trees 
- Contribute to the propagation of plants 
- Contribute to the establishment of plants 
- Contribute to the establishment and maintenance of lawns 
- Identify common pests, diseases and disorders of plants and trees 
 

 

Additional notes The course is teacher-assessed and there is externally moderated coursework to 
complete alongside practical assessments that happen on the school farm. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

This qualification can lead into Level 3 courses at college. 
- Dog breeder, trainer or groomer 

- Animal welfare officer 

- Pet shop owner 

- Zookeeper 

- Veterinarian or veterinary nurse 

- Farm manager 

- Kennel or cattery manager 

- Rescue centre worker 

- Gardener 

- Farmer 

- Garden centre manager 

- Florist 

- Groundsperson  
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Barbering 
 

 

 

Accreditation BTEC Level 1 Award/Certificate/Diploma in Hairdressing and Barbering  

Course 

description  

If you’re sociable, artistic and someone who takes great pride in their appearance 
perhaps a career in barbering would be right up your street. This is a work-related 
course is an introduction into the skills you will need to work in a practical and 
customer-facing role in a barber shop of hairdressing salon. It allows you to develop 
skills and build a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate your learning. The units you will 
cover are: 
 

- Shampooing and conditioning 
- Introduction to the Hair and Beauty Sector 
- Presenting a professional image in a salon 
- Styling women’s hair 
- Styling men’s hair 

 
There are a range of optional units you can also study to extend your learning to a 
certificate which include plaiting and twisting hair and creating an image using colour.  

 

Additional notes The course is teacher-assessed and there is externally moderated coursework to 
complete alongside practical assessments that happen in the school salon. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

After studying this course, you can choose to complete a level 2 course specializing in 
a particular area within the Hairdressing and beauty industry. Possible careers in the 
industry include: 

- Stylist 

- Colourist 

- Receptionist 

- Hairdressing/ barbering assistant 

- Barber 
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Hospitality 

 
 

 

Accreditation  
BTEC Level 1 and 2 Certificate in Hospitality  
 

 

Course 

description  

The hospitality industry is one of the most diverse there is. Whether you dream of 
making Michelin Star food, mixing cocktails in a roof top bar or managing a hotel 
chain, this qualification will introduce you to the skills you will need to develop to be 
successful. It doesn’t matter if you cook at home or are a cooking novice you will be 
guided every step of the way to design, create, cook and then enjoy and share your 
culinary delights whilst gaining the underpinning knowledge and skills to ensure you 
are being safe, economical and hygienic.  
 
The main units you will cover in this course are:  
1. Introducing the Hospitality Industry (external)  
2. Working in the Hospitality Industry 
3. Food Safety and Health and Safety in Hospitality 
4. Planning, Preparing, Cooking and Finishing Food  

 
There are optional additional units if you would like to progress to a level 2 certificate 
including mixology, hosting an event and baking.  
 

 

Additional notes The course is teacher-assessed and there is externally moderated coursework to 
complete alongside practical assessments that happen in the school kitchen. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

After studying this course, you can choose to complete a level 3 course specialising in 
a particular area within the Hospitality industry. Possible careers in industry are: 

- Baker 

- Cake decorator 

- Chef 

- Barista 

- Housekeeper 

- Butcher 

- Catering manager 

- Event organiser 

- Waiting staff 

- Bar worker 

- Hotel receptionist 

- Cocktail mixologist  
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Design & Technology 

 
 

 

Accreditation AQA GCSE Design and technology  

Course description  GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently 
and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain 
awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology 
including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. 
Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and 
making and apply technical and practical expertise. 
 

 Exam: Written exam: 2 hours (50% of GCSE) 

Coursework: Substantial design and make task (50% of GCSE) 

  

 

Additional notes Students will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence for their 
coursework 

 
 

Possible Careers and 

Further Education 

After completing this course students can go on to study a creative level-3 
course for example: design, architecture, animation, illustration, 
photography, textiles and many more. 
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Construction 

 
 

 

Accreditation  
City and Guilds Certificate in Basic Construction Skills- Multi crafts 

 

Course 

description  

This course is the first step you’ll need to take if you’re hoping to pursue a career in a 
trade such as electrician, builder, plumber or carpenter. This course starts with an 
overview of health and safety and then you will work together with your tutor to select 
a sequence of units that allow you to sample and specialise in the range of trades that 
interest you. 
  
When completing this course, you'll cover things like:  

- laying flooring  
- spray painting and roller painting techniques  
- removing and refitting a water-filled radiator  
- working with steel pipework and fittings  
- constructing a panelled door  
- installing a one-way lighting circuit  
- build a single brick wall 

 
You'll demonstrate your progress through practical assignments. There is also a 
multiple-choice online exam covering health, safety and working practices. You might 
also like to complete your CSCS card qualification to allow you to gain work 
experience on a site.  
 
This is available at Level 1 Award/Certificate and Diploma. 
 

 

Additional notes The course is teacher-assessed and there is externally moderated coursework to 
complete alongside practical assessments that happen in the school construction 
centre. 

 
 

Possible Careers 

and Further 

Education 

After studying this course, you can choose to complete a level 3 course specializing in 
a particular trade area within the construction industry. Possible careers in industry are: 
- Bricklayer 

- Construction Worker 

- Laborer 

- Quantity Surveyor 

- Electrician 

- Plasterer 

- Welder 

- Plumber 

- Carpenter 

- Gas and heating engineer 

 

 



 18 

 


