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Dear Parent/ Carer, 

 

The national picture appears to be shifting towards a possible return to school for at least some 

children at the beginning of June. Here at Nightingale Community Academy it’s ‘business as usual’ 

with added unusual! I’d like to thank the primary team first this week because they have responded to 

a request to raise their contact hours so that more boys can attend site day-to-day. Miss Jones and 

the team have continued to provide the online offer in tandem with the expanded class-based 

teaching. They have met the challenge admirably and as a result almost all of the boys in the primary 

school have been able to work with their teacher this week.  

 

Nerissa from Chefs in Schools is preparing excellent food for children and staff every day. I have 

been talking to her about providing food parcels for families in need; something she and her 

colleagues have been doing since the start of the crisis. If you would like access to the food we are 

making available please speak to a member of the team and we will put you on the list. We hope to 

have something routine in place in the next 10 days but if your need is urgent contact reception so 

that we can respond immediately. 

 

I mentioned last week that all communication to parents and carers will be managed through email or 

text message and where necessary the school website. Over the last week we have been checking 

the accuracy of our email register and setting up a standard parent email structure for those who do 

not have access to private email. The email addresses will also be used to access the school’s online 

portal in Microsoft Teams where you can find support through our parent group (headed up by 

Madeleine Merrifield) and the therapy team (led by Claudia McGowan). Whether you have questions 

about supporting your child through the crisis or you need to connect with somebody who hasn’t been 

in the same room as you for six weeks, there will be opportunities to share experiences and support 

amongst members of our school community! 

 

The launch of the NCA Online Offer continues to be a critical part of our work and we have ordered a 

number of devices for young learners and staff this week. We hope to take delivery before the Bank 

Holiday and prepare the devices for distribution next Wednesday or Thursday. A huge thank you is 

due to Daniel and Luke for the speed with which they were able to source and test the machines. 

 

Our learning heroes last week were: 

 

Key stage 1 

Cherry Mackenzie 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/may/03/primary-schools-england-could-reopen-june-boris-johnson-coronavirus
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Key stage 2 

Willow Kah’zae 

Oak Dorian 

Maple Kayden 

Key Stage 3 

Year 7 Jaylen, Yahya, Charlie & Mekhai 

Year 8 Bobby & Luke 

Year 9 Freddie & Brooklyn 

Key stage 4 

Year 10 Matiewos 

Year 11 Charlie 

 

Well done boys and keep up the good work! 

The Year 9 GCSE options process will begin next week so year 9 parent/ carers should look out for 

an email containing the new Options Booklet and details of the online selection form your child will 

need to complete in Microsoft Teams.  Online adult accounts for Teams have been created and will 

be shared with you by the staff team in the coming days.  

We have a number of volunteers reading with children in online sessions. If you think your child would 

benefit, please email Madeleine via info@nightingaleca.org and she will make the necessary 

connections. 

Finally, there is lots going on at Tom’s Farm and Josh has been posting some fabulous movies of 

spring activity, including a pig bath amongst other little gems. Search Tom’s Farm on Facebook for a 

Bank Holiday weekend smile.  

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Andre Bailey 

Principal 
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