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Primary School attendance is now over

90%
The school has recently seen a massive
improvement in attendance.
APRIL 2017

Welcome

to the
latest edition of the Nightingale
Community
Academy
(NCA)
Newsletter. In this edition we’ll
keep you informed about the life of
the school and the progress being
made by your wonderful children.
There are residential experiences,
Royal habitats, bookworms and
more. I hope you enjoy the stories
contained within and would like to

take this opportunity to wish you all
a very happy Easter.
Andre Bailey - Principal

YEAR 8 & 9 RESIDENTIAL
In January year 8 and 9
learners packed their
belongings and headed
to Kent to take part in a
three day residential.
The trip was planned to
develop communication
skills and to build selfesteem and leadership
abilities.
Throughout the stay learners participated in a range of activities, including rock
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climbing, fire making, archery and the terrifying zip wire!
In the evenings
we
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in
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and on participated
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such
as
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wrapped up and armed with torches, we headed into the woods for a spooky
fire between
making,
walk. The experience has no doubt strengthened climbing,
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archery and
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leaners and staff and but most importantly the boys managed
to achieve
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zip wire. In the evening
as part of a team.

Spring on the Toms Farm
The farm is looking beautiful at the moment and the first
official day of spring (22nd of March) has brought the
usual array of flowers, bees and birds. The animals are
enjoying the sunshine and can often be found playing
together and making the most of the warmer weather.
Our garden has had a face-lift and children from Orchard
Hill College have built new raised beds, repaired the polytunnel and had a general tidy ready for planting. They've
done an amazing job and we are truly grateful.
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We look forward to
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Fresh Eggs For Sale
If you would like to buy some fresh farm eggs,
please get in contact with the school to check if
we have any available:
Fresh Chicken Eggs: x6 £1.50 (All Year)
Fresh Duck Eggs: x6 £2.00 (Seasonal)
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Year 10 Parent Breakfast
The year 10 parents got together again this month.
Discussion centered around the challenges we face as
parents, implementing boundaries and encouraging
responsible behaviour. The learners joined in the
discussion themselves this time and it was interesting
to hear their ideas and refreshing to listen to their
insight into the struggle we face as parents in
enforcing boundaries. Bed times, limiting computer
games and social media featured on the list of
concerns. After the discussion the whole group, under
the expert guise of Mrs. Clarke, prepared an Italian
feast, which we all shared. Zion's two year old brother
was a very welcome (and adorable) addition to the
group.

Building Solid Foundations
Secondary learners have made local visits off-site to survey the use of limestone and it's
derivatives in the building industry. The trips included examination of the edifice and
building materials used in the construction of Trinity Church and a call into Streatham
Cemetery enabled us to examine the robustness of the natural stones used for
gravestones. We could also see the effects of acid rain ageing.
The return journey provided an opportunity to examine the food groups found in
Jamaican patties although some might argue that was just a delicious treat!

Year 10 Work Experience
Year 10 learners enjoyed a week in the
working world between February 27th and
3rd March. A week of learning on the job at
various placements including I & F fashions,
CEX, Motech (MOT testing centre and garage),
Tesco Extra, Wandle Recreation Centre,
NatWest and Job Center Plus has given the
boys an insight into the routines of working
life. 70% of pupils stated that they enjoyed
work experience and 84% agreed they better
understood the skills employers are looking
for in their new recruits. We are very proud of
every leaner who completed their placement.
A job well done!

Nightingale CA Book Club
Following an assembly on the importance of
reading and improving our reading skills, each
learner has been given a book and is expected
to read for 15 minutes a day at school and at
home too. Please encourage your child to
read at home, it doesn't need to be the
complete works of Shakespeare. Pamphlets,
advertisements,
comics,
forms,
free
newspapers are all good practice and will
improve their skills so when it comes to
exams or filling in forms your child's reading
skills will not hold them back.
Boys who do their reading, engage in literacy
intervention classes or win prizes at book
club, are awarded raffle tickets which are
entered into a prize draw every Friday.

The lucky winners so far have been Blue, TJ
and Bradley. Each winner picks a lucky dip
prize. The more tickets learners earn the
more likely it is they will earn a prize.
The Nightingale book club was launched in
January; it meets in the library at 1pm on
Wednesdays and has so far proved to be a
great success. We have eight founding
members, Sheldon, Blue, Kyron, Davon,
Bradley, Charlie, Jakima and Jamie who meet
to discuss books, play literary themed
games, relax and read. New members
are of course, very welcome.

Behaviour @ NCA
Mobile phone reminder – learners will
always be given the chance to ‘do the right
thing’ but if phones get in the way of
learning they will be confiscated and
learners who refuse to cooperate will face
exclusion.

Violent and threatening behaviour –
there is no place in civil society where it is
acceptable to threaten and hurt others. At
NCA we try to calm young learners and on
most occasions we use their outbursts as
opportunities to learn. That said, there are
a number of children for whom aggressive
and violent behaviour has become routine
when they meet conflict. Please support us
to ensure that all young learners and staff
are safe when they come to school.

Food Choices – the new lunch menu can
be found on the back page of this edition of
The Nightingale. We are working hard with
the caterers to provide healthy and varied
options for our children and welcome any
feedback. Some young learners currently
choose to bring a packed lunch to school. If
this is to continue as an option we would
ask parents and carers to ensure that only
healthy foods, low in fat and sugar, are
provided for consumption in school. A
number of children have been arriving with
sugary snacks and fizzy drinks which cause
problems with food sharing and make it
difficult for some to concentrate in the
afternoons. We’d appreciate your support
in this matter.

Leaving site – a small number of learners
have left the site without permission and
this has led to a number of problems in the
community or back at school on their
return. Please remind your child that
between 09:00 and 15:00 they are not
permitted to leave site unless accompanied
by an adult.
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I’m Henry The VIII
This term Maple Class have been learning
about Henry VIII and his many wives.
We took the learners to The Tower of
London where we learned more about
Anne Boleyn, who we had studied in class.
During the day learners were able to dress
up in costumes from the Tudor period and
we even made our own jewelry.
We spent time walking around the Tower
and saw the Crown Jewels, which were
very impressive! The boys really enjoyed
their time at The Tower of London and
impressed us all with their behaviour and
enthusiasm.

School Uniform
We are delighted to inform you that he
new NCA uniform will be with us next
month. The boys completed questionnaires
to confirm their favourite colours and
styles and we have raised the money to
give every child one set of free uniform as
soon as the new blazers arrive from the
manufacturer. Thanks to Tasian for
modeling the sample we received last
month; we’re sure you’ll grow into it! Once
the first delivery is made, replacement
uniform will be available online direct from
the supplier. Look out for details in the next
edition of The Nightingale.

IMPORTANT DATES
th

19 April 2017 – First day of learners on site
st

01 May 2017 – Bank Holiday Monday
th

26 May 2017 – Last day of School Term

Next time in The Nightingale

Anti Climb Bars

In the next edition of The Nightingale find
out what happened when year 7 visited
Kensington Palace.
Needless to say,
O’Ryane was game for a laugh. Also, look
out for information about this year’s GCSE
examination programme and details of the
new vocational offer we will launch in
September for year 9 learners.

In an effort to improve the Safety of
learners we are installing Anti Climb Bars
throughout the school.

And Finally…
6th Form Music
Last month Malachi
created a fabulous
and original track
using music sampled
from a number of
well know artists.
Look out for it on our
website!

Easter
Egg
Hunt
Boys
from
years
6&
& 77 in a last day scramble to find
in
a
the clues
and reveal the location of
last
the delicious eggs!
day
scram
ble to

A Sticky End
Not three but
FOUR stickers for
excellent
work
and
behaviour.
Keep it up Gio and
Happy Easter to
everybody in the
NCA community.
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